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Year Summary 
2022 has been a year of consolidation to some extent, mainly because our Vicar moved 
to pastures new in July, when Sally became a residentiary Canon of Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford. We were all sad to see her leave, but we wish her well in her new role. 
 
During the interregnum we have been ably led by our two excellent and committed 
Church Wardens, Dine Glasgow and Paddy Gallagher, and assisted by the PCC. Their 
experience and knowledge has kept us on the right path.   
 
As the year progressed social distancing restrictions were relaxed and our worship 
returned to some sort of normality, while still recognizing that some people wished to sit 
separately. This relaxation of the distancing rules allowed the distribution of Holy 
Communion, while still being by intinction, to be less time consuming and flowed more 
freely. Our congregation numbers are gradually increasing, and have reached two thirds 
of the numbers pre-Covid. 
 
Our worship services followed the usual pattern with some additions. On 5

th
 June we 

celebrated the Queenôs Platinum Jubilee with a Civic service, and on 18
th
 September we 

held a commemorative service to mark her death. This was attended by the Lord 
Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, Margie Glasgow and the Revôd John Witheridge, a Kingôs 
Chaplain. Since Sallyôs departure we have been most fortunate to have the help of three 
local retired priests, Revôd Elizabeth Koepping, Revôd Brian Ford and Revôd John 
Partington, to assist with Sunday services. We are most grateful to them for their time and 
experience. During the interregnum we have also invited  visiting preachers, once a 
month, so that the congregation experiences a wider range of preaching styles.  

Civic service for the Queenôs Platinum Jubilee    Ignite Service   

The long-standing contemporary Sunday evening service óIgniteô has now become a 
regular monthly event, drawing a small but faithful congregation from Charlbury and 
surrounding villages. Our thanks to Doug Paton and his musicians who lead and promote 
this worship for St. Maryôs. Choral Evensong, which happens four times a year, continues 
to provide traditional worship for a growing following. Our Remembrance Day Service in 
November was led by the Bishop of Dorchester. Our organist and choir are the bedrock of 
all our worship, it is so easy to take them for granted as they are always óthereô. It is good 
to have the opportunity each year to thank Richard, Denise and the choir most sincerely 
for their time and their dedication to leading and enhancing our worship.  
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Baptism numbers increased markedly during the year 
as people began to organize family events once more. 
My thanks to Elizabeth who helped me with these. Our 
regular Sunday Club, which is held during the Parish 
Communion, continued despite small numbers. The 
inventive content of the activities offered never ceased 
to amaze me as Christine Pearce and David Nicholls, 
week by week, year by year, give of their time and 
expertise to nurture the faith of our children no matter 
how many attend.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Baptism at St Maryôs 

Messy Church continued to thrive being held six times during the year. The óCovidô 
formula worked well, ie each family occupying a separate table as their óbaseô from 
where they experience craft activities, worship and food! We are grateful to John for 
leading the worship/story element since Sallyôs departure, and to Jo Paton and Liz 
Partington who organise the practicalities of which there are very many, both obvious 
and hidden. The Churches Together in Charlbury Holiday Club was again hosted by St. 
Maryôs and was fully booked. As in previous years it was paired with the Community 
Centre afternoon activities so those children who attended both were accompanied to 
the Community Centre when church activities ended, thus providing four full days of 
childcare.  
 
At the moment our congregation has rather a high average age; this necessitates and 
generates a fair amount of hospital and home visiting for pastoral support, home 
communions and funerals. It has been my privilege to be able to spend my time meeting 
this need for the past twenty years, and I hope, for one further year. If anyone has 
slipped through the net and needs visiting please let me know.  

Thank you to all at St. Maryôs who work so hard to ensure our worship is the best we 
can give and personally, I thank you all for your kindness and support, especially during 
the interregnum.  
 
Jan Fielden 
Associate Priest 
jan@charlburychurch.uk 
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Structure, Governance and 
Management  

 
The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation 
Rules. Members of the PCC are either ex-officio (as office holders) or elected at the 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) by members of the congregation who are on 
the electoral roll of the church. All who attend our services / members of the congregation 
are encouraged to register on the electoral roll.  

The PCC are responsible for making decisions on all matters of general concern and 
importance to the parish including deciding how the funds of the PCC are to be spent. 
The full PCC met six times during 2022. Sub committees met and reported back to the 
PCC.  
 

Administrative information  
 
The Parish of Charlbury with Shorthampton comprises St Mary the Virgin Church, 
Charlbury and All Saintsô Church, Shorthampton. It is part of the Chipping Norton 
Deanery in the Dorchester area of the Diocese of Oxford. The correspondence address 
is The Parish Office, c/o The Vicarage, Church Lane, Charlbury, Oxfordshire, OX7 3PX. 
parishoffice@charlburychurch.uk 01608 810230.   

 
The PCC is a body corporate (PCC Powers Measure 1956, Church Representation 
Rules 2006) and Charlbury with Shorthampton is registered with the Charity 
Commission. Registered Charity Number: 1193530.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

All Saintsô Church, Shorthampton  
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Safeguarding Report 
 
St Maryôs Charlbury and All Saints Shorthampton are committed to safeguarding children 
and young people, vulnerable adults and those in abusive relationships. We aim to create 
a safe environment where children and young people are nurtured and protected and 
where all people, especially those who may be vulnerable for any reason, are able to 
worship and pursue their faith journey with encouragement and in safety. All staff and 
volunteers in roles which involve working with children or vulnerable adults are recruited 
according to the House of Bishopsô Safer Recruitment Practice Guidance. For those in 
eligible roles this includes the parish undertaking checks with the Disclosure and Barring 
Service (DBS).  

To support parish safeguarding work, the diocese now uses Safeguarding Dashboards, 
developed by Clearly Simpler Limited. The purpose of the system is to make 
safeguarding administration and governance streamlined for all parishes. St Marys 
Charlbury and All Saints Shorthampton are engaged with the parish dashboard system 
and are fully up to date with the current requirements including the safer recruitment of all 
volunteers.  

Training 
Training for our Clergy, Staff and Volunteers in Safeguarding matters is mandated by 
national Church of England requirements. The level of training required depends on the 
role being performed. The management of Safeguarding training for Clergy is undertaken 
by the diocese, but the responsibility for ensuring our staff and volunteers are trained 
remains with the PCC and Parish Safeguarding Officer. We endeavor to ensure that all of 
our staff, volunteers and clergy are up to date in their training. The Parish Office keeps 
up to date records on the type of training required for each level of volunteer.   

The Parish Safeguarding Policy Statement is on display in both churches. 

The parish follows the national legal and procedural framework for safeguarding children 
and vulnerable adults and Church of England policy and practice. It has complied with 
the duty under section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline Measure 2016 (duty 
to have due regard to House of Bishopsô guidance on safeguarding children and 
vulnerable adults).  

A copy of The Parish Safeguarding Handbook is available from the Parish Office 01608 
810230  parishoffice@charlburychurch.co.uk  

We will act promptly on any complaints made and work in close partnership with police 
and social care services where children or vulnerable adults have been harmed or are at 
risk of harm or mistreatment. We provide safe recruitment, training and support to our 
voluntary and paid workers with children and vulnerable adults. We care for those who 
have been abused in the past and minister appropriately to those who have abused. 

What to do if you have a safeguarding concern 

If you have information about a safeguarding situation where a child or adult is in 
immediate danger, or requires immediate medical attention, call emergency 
services on 999. 
If you do not think there is a risk of immediate harm, you should still speak to an official 
about your concern as soon as possible. 

mailto:parishoffice@stmaryscharlbury.co.uk
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The Parish Safeguarding Officer is Catherine Goyder who can be contacted on  
01608 811020 or by email catherinegoyder@hotmail.co.uk 

Call 01865 208295 or email safeguardingreferrals@oxford.anglican.org for urgent 
safeguarding concerns Mon-Thurs 9am-5pm and Fri 9am-4.30pm. All phone or email 
referrals to the safeguarding team must be followed up by completing the Safeguarding 
referral form (Microsoft Word or as a PDF) and returning it to 
safeguardingreferrals@oxford.anglican.org. 

At other times: 
For urgent safeguarding enquiries outside of operational hours, please call our partners 
Thirtyone:eight on +44 (0) 303 003 1111 for confidential advice, guidance and support. 

Finding Support 
We understand that reporting abuse may be very difficult and distressing and it may add 
to your hurt by our not being able to immediately assist you. Therefore here are the 
contact details of other agencies that are available to assist either on a 24-hour basis or 
through specialist helplines and services: 

NSPCC Child Protection Helpline: 0808 800 5000 (lines free and open 24 hours). 
Phone if you are worried about a child. 
Child-line: 0800 1111 (lines free and open 24 hours). Phone if you are a child or 
young person and are worried about anything. 
National Domestic Violence Helpline: 0808 2000 247 (lines free and open 24 hours). 
Phone if you are experiencing domestic abuse. 
Samaritans Helpline: 08457 90 90 90 (open 24 hours). Phone if you feel you are 
struggling to cope and need someone to talk to. 
Action on Elder Abuse Helpline: 080 8808 8141 (free phone Monday to Friday  
9-5pm). 

If you have information or need to make a disclosure regarding church related abuse, 
please make direct contact with the Safeguarding Team at the Diocese of Oxford on 
01865 208295. 

If you have lived with experience of abuse from within the Church of England, you may 
prefer to call the dedicated telephone NSPCC helpline, which is independent of the 
Church. Call 0800 80 20 20 The NSPCC helpline is also available to anyone wishing to 
provide information or to raise concerns regarding abuse within the Church of England. 
The helpline is there for you whether you are reporting issues relating to children or 
adults or seeking to whistleblow about poor safeguarding practice. Your call is 
confidential, and your concerns will be taken seriously.  
 
Catherine Goyder, Safeguarding Officer 
catherinegoyder@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:catherinegoyder@hotmail.co.uk.


 

8 

 
 
The following have served as members of the PCC: 

Incumbent Revd Dr Canon Sally Welch (Chair)  
Vacant from July 2022 

Associate Priest  Revd Jan Fielden 

Curate Revd Tish Bird 

Churchwardens Dine Glasgow (Vice Chair) 

 Paddy Gallagher 

Hon. Secretary Mary Bentall 

Ex-officio Peter Durrant (Hon. Treasurer) 

Co opted for SH Amanda Cooper 

PCC Safeguarding  Rachel Gallagher 

Deanery Synod 
Representatives 

 
Paddy Gallagher 

Until 2023 Roy Scott 

 Sarah Witheridge 

Elected Members  

Until 2023 Liz Partington 

 Ann Roberts 

 Kris Silvester 

 David Vernon-Jones 

Until 2024 Janet Barnett 

 Daniela Jenkins 

 Helene Provstgaard  

 Jenny Welsh 

Until 2025 Mary Bentall 

 Anna Fairhurst 

 Libby Hanks 

 Mike Summers 

PCC Membership 2022 
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 Attendance and Church Registers 
 
 
The average Sunday attendance (all Sunday services) was 80 adults and 6 children at St 
Maryôs and 12 adults at Shorthampton. The numbers for Christmas, Easter and other 
occasions are detailed below:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Registers St. Maryôs Shorthampton 

Baptisms 9 3 

Marriages 2 0 

Blessing of Marriage 0 0 

Funerals in Church 12 1 

Funerals at crematorium 2 0 

Burial of ashes 3 0 

Christmas and Easter Attendance Communicants 

St. Maryôs (Easter) 91 90 

Shorthampton (Easter) 23 23 

St Maryôs (Christmas 24/25 Dec) 700 132 

Shorthampton (Christmas Day) 45 45 

Special Services St. Maryôs Shorthampton 

Harvest 60 23 

Thanksgiving for the Departed 
(All Souls) 

23 - 

Remembrance Service  76 - 

Carols by Candlelight 520 45 

Childrenôs Messy Nativity 54 - 
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Achievements and Reports 

PCC Reports 

Churchwardensô Report 

In last yearôs report we mentioned that 2021 was a remarkable year for us. Little did we 
know then about the challenges that 2022 were about to bring. The year started well with 
services returning to normal after Covid. Easter was a wonderful time with the church 
beautifully decorated by our ever faithful and hardworking flower team. 

Our treasurer, Peter Durrant, set us a fundraising target of Ã10,000 for the year. Our 
efforts got off to a good start with a very successful church fete in May where, as before, 
the highlights were the teddy bear zipline and the school art competition. Later in the year 
we trialled two new initiatives; providing the tea tent for the Charlbury Beer Festival and 
an Antique Roadshow in St Maryôs. Rounding off the year with a quiz and the Christmas 
Tree Festival helped us to comfortably achieve Peterôs target. 

 

 

In July we were all delighted for Rev 
Sally when she was appointed Canon 
at Oxford Cathedral, although we were 
obviously very sad to lose her. We will 
be forever grateful for all that she did 
for us in Charlbury. She leaves us with 
our love, prayers and hope for great 
success in her new position. We then 
entered a period of interregnum with 
all of its challenges.  

       
       
  

           Sallyôs last service  

The August Holiday club went ahead without Sally and was very successfully organised 
by Rachel Gallagher and her merry team. Likewise, Sue Hadley jumped in to run Stay 
and Play after Sally left and kept it humming along beautifully. And, where would we have 
been without Jo Paton helping us hold everything together? Though churchwardens do 
get their fair share of work during an interregnum, Jo has done a ton of heavy lifting and 
we were so blessed to have her wonderful help. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.justgiving.com%2Fimage%2F76cb7354-771b-404b-82f7-5afc38a47aea.png%3Ftemplate%3Dsize200x200&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Fcecilysfund&docid=MVxVWzcfncnP0M&tbnid=pjAGXj4ZpLE7xM%3A&v


 

11 

 

 

We are also blessed to have a wonderful ministry team with our Revs Jan, Elizabeth, 
Brian and John. They all got to work immediately with the aim to continue all of our 
services as normal. This was a considerable task and we are most grateful for all of their 
dedication and hard work. We were also fortunate to have visits from several guest 
preachers including Bishop Gavin. We helped celebrate former Archdeacon Judyôs 
retirement as Archdeacon and at the same time welcomed her to her new home in 
Charlbury. On the same day, we also helped Rev Jan Fielden celebrate 20 years of 
ministry, a wonderful achievement and incredible contribution to our churches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Celebrating Janôs 20 years of ministry and Archdeacon Judyôs retirement  

 
In the second half of the year our minds turned to the appointment of our new vicar. The 
vicarage was refurbished, including the installation of a new kitchen. Multiple 
meetings were held to discuss what sort of vicar we needed. This included a meeting 
where the whole parish was invited after one of our Sunday services. Advice 
received from many directions helped us to construct what we hope is a tempting Parish 
Profile. 

We now look forward to whatever 2023 throws at us in the fervent hope that our new vicar 
will be in post by the end of July. 

Dine Glasgow   
dglasgow@theridgegroup.com 

Paddy Gallagher   
paddygallagher@hotmail.co.uk        

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.justgiving.com%2Fimage%2F76cb7354-771b-404b-82f7-5afc38a47aea.png%3Ftemplate%3Dsize200x200&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Fcecilysfund&docid=MVxVWzcfncnP0M&tbnid=pjAGXj4ZpLE7xM%3A&v
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Fabric 

We had a fabric meeting in August 2022, which was the first in person since March 2020. 
As a consequence, this report will be a general catch up on what has been happening at 
St Maryôs and All Saintôs. 

St Maryôs                                                                                                                                                                                  
The planning for the new disabled loo and enlarged kitchen have moved on apace and 
we are now in the stage of getting quotes for the work. Another major effort was the 
replacement of many of the light bulbs which had failed. This involved the hiring of a 
scissor lift for a week and help from bell ringers and others. Some units needed 
replacing, and the persistent fault with the porch light was finally addressed. The PA 
system has been upgraded with a new mixer desk and CD player. We have also 
purchased a catering oven which will eventually fit in the new kitchen, but has been used 
already to produce hot food for a quiz night. We have had problems with the church 
clock. At one point it stopped altogether, but when this was fixed, trouble developed with 
the quarter chimes. The clock is long overdue for a maintenance visit which will be 
arranged. Felling of the tree adjacent to Ivy Cottage was completed, this had been a long 
term problem and was finally condemned by the tree surgeons. Finally a major clean up 
of the belfry was undertaken, details of this in the bell ringers report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Maryôs Church tower 

All Saintôs 
The French drain has been totally replaced. This was a long and difficult job which we 
hope will deal with the persistent damp in the walls. We have also completed the 
installation of a compostable loo in the old boiler house, which now looks very attractive.  
The roof has had a new coat of Smart Water and a fallen section of the churchyard wall 
repaired.  

Both St Maryôs and All Saints have received maintenance visits to the roof alarms. 

Mike Summers 
mike@summwhere.co.uk 
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Faith Development 

The Faith Development committee had a bit of a quiet year in 2022 as we waited for 
COVID restrictions to ease so we could organise services or events like discussion 
suppers. By the time restrictions had eased sufficiently, we were essentially on our way 
into an interregnum which further affected our plans. Despite those setbacks, we did 
manage a few victories to celebrate.   

The home bible study group continued to grow thanks to the wonderful leadership of Liz 
Partington. The home group ended the year with a solid, core group and regular 
attendance of 8 or more. 

During Easter Week, Sally ran a local retreat that was well attended and thoroughly 
enjoyed. The Journey to the Cross programme offered participants a reflective and 
spiritual experience in the light of Christôs final days. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Journey to the cross retreat 

What began as a discussion supper in St Maryôs, exploring the issue of refugees, 
morphed into a joint St Maryôs/CRAG discussion with dinner in the Memorial Hall. The 
event was an excellent example of our reaching out to, and working with, our local 
community. Though we certainly intend to hold future discussion suppers in St Maryôs 
(especially once the new kitchen is built), we will not hesitate to cooperate with local 
groups if the opportunity arises. 

Dine Glasgow 
dglasgow@theridgegroup.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Cross made from the Red Cedar tree  
            in St Maryôs Churchyard  
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Children and Young People 

Sunday Club 
2022 has been a year of cautious return to our pre-pandemic pattern of worship, as the 
Covid-19 risk reduced. We began the year with the children outside in the churchyard or 
in the chapel, gradually spending more time with the adults in the main church. We have 
tried to keep the best of what we learnt in the more separate sessions, especially by 
making opportunities to be outside wherever possible. A few things the children 
particularly enjoyed this year were: 

¶ Walking down to the Mill Field for the Baptism of Christ. We read the gospel there 

and threw blossom into the river as a blessing of the waters, then came back to 

church to make a flapping dove puppet 

¶ Relay races (a ódonkeyô race for Palm Sunday), tag games, treasure hunts, hide and 

seek and sheep searches around the churchyard 

¶ We usually take the Gospel of the day as our starting point, but a series of readings 

from Revelation gave us a chance to look at some of imagery. This included a close 

look at pictures of the four living creatures from the Coventry Cathedral tapestry, 

and then designing our own fantastic creatures 

¶ Making a farewell card for Sally and presenting it to her at her last service. We are 

so grateful for all she has done for the children  

¶ Finding slow worms under the reptile survey sheets in the churchyard. The children 

were very excited to find a young slow worm in the chapel itself one Sunday, and to 

help return it safely outside  

¶ Decorating a tree for the Christmas tree festival, based on Isaiahôs Peaceable 

Kingdom 

¶ Two of our regular children reading so well at the Christmas Eve family carol 
service. 

Thank you to everyone for being so supportive, throughout the pandemic and always.  
Itôs lovely to be back as one family again.  

Christine Pearce: jpearce757@btinternet.com 
David Nicholls: david.bn@btinternet.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Childrenôs craft 
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Churches Together Holiday Club 
A successful holiday club was run in August, with fifty children and several troublesome 
(wooden) sheep, joining us at St Maryôs for the Churches Together Holiday Club óDown 
on the Farmô. Over four mornings, children and adults alike enjoyed stories, songs, 
drama, crafts, games and lots of fun, based on the themes of The Good Shepherd, The 
Lost Sheep, The Bread of Life and The Prodigal Son. A special service on the Sunday 
was an opportunity for families and our regular congregations to share in what the 
children had been doing, and included the ever popular slideshow of photos taken by 
Paddy during the week. Once again, we are grateful to the Community Centre, who this 
year increased the number of children they could take for afternoon sports sessions to 
30. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Messy Church 
Messy church continues to attract a large number of families from Charlbury and the 
surrounding villages. We have a good cross section of different people represented; the 
majority are not yet part of the regular Sunday 9.45am congregation. Messy Church took 
place six times during the year, and activities including decorating homemade cakes for 
Motherôs day and joining in the messy nativity story.  

 

      Messy Motherôs day      Messy Nativity 

Messy Church ódoes what is says on the tinô! It is an informal time of worship where we 
provide crafts for families to do together which help to illustrate the Bible story or theme. 
We enjoy singing songs - often with actions - and we share tea and cakes together. We 
are grateful to John Partington for leading these sessions during the vacancy, and to the 
team of willing volunteers who help with music, crafts and refreshments.  

Liz Partington and Jo Paton  
parishoffice@charlburychurch.uk  
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Deanery Synod 

The Chipping Norton Deanery Synod met three times during 2022.  

At the March meeting, Associate Archdeacon David Tyler spoke about the challenge of 
keeping small rural churches open. The Oxford diocese is not in the dire financial straits 
affecting some dioceses. Only four churches in the diocese have been closed in the last 
10 years, and only then because they requested it. 

Bishop Steven visited the deanery in May to see the work of FarmED at Ascott under 
Wychwood and to attend a service at Woodstock. A deanery choral evensong was held 
at St Maryôs Church, Charlbury on 19

th
 June to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of HM 

Queen Elizabeth II. 

For the June meeting, the talk given by Bishop Steven at diocesan synod about climate 
change was discussed, as was parish share and the challenges churches experienced  
re-opening after Covid.  

A further choral evensong was held at Fifield in October. 

At the November meeting, same sex relationships were discussed following Bishop 
Stevenôs essay entitled ñTogether in Love and Faith.ò  

There was good news about the reduction of parish share by 2% next year. 

2023 is election year for the deanery synod and parishes are encouraged to ensure that 
they are well represented. 

Paddy Gallagher, Deanery Synod Rep 
paddygallaher@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          St Maryôs Church    
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Other Church Activities  
 

Cornerstone 

Cornerstone has been open at the Corner House in Charlbury since August 2020. Since 
then we have been able to support the sharing of many tonnes of local and surplus 
produce, provide local households in need with weekly food support, offer learning 
support for primary school children in our after school Learning Cafe, run a school uniform 
exchange programme, provide flowers and help expand the availability of second hand 
books in the Corner House, by housing children's books and games and fiction for adults.   

2022 was a successful year for accessing grants to enable our work at Cornerstone to 
continue with over Ã19,000 being received. We were successful in securing a number of 
grants from the Containing Outbreak Management Fund (COMF fund) administered by 
Good Food Oxfordshire, along with grants from the Doris Field Charitable Trust, 
Charlbury Green Hub, Oxfordshire Community Foundation, Oxford Diocese, West 
Oxfordshire District Council and the Wilderness Festival. Thank you to all who have 
supported us with grants, but also to all the local residents who donate to Cornerstone 
online or drop money in our box in store to help us cover our costs.  

We were invited by the Town Council to create a display for their meeting in April to 
increase awareness of what we do, and many useful conversations were had with local 
residents. Cornerstone and the Town Council, represented by Dan Raymond-Barker, had 
a productive meeting with the Co-op in Charlbury in May. Since then from their charity 
fund the Coop have been able to provide a selection of products for the Cornerstone 
larder. We are delighted that donations in the food bank basket in Co-op are now being 
given to Cornerstone. Many thanks to the Co-op and to local residents for their donations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Co-op donations       Spring flowers 

A working party of Cornerstone, All Together in Charlbury and the Town Council was 
established, and conscious that we are all currently experiencing significant price 
increases which are likely to continue for some time, the group gathered together useful 
information, to help anyone wondering how to manage increasing pressures on their 
finances. There is now a dedicated noticeboard and a display stand of leaflets at the 
Cornerstone project, as well as information on relevant webpages. We have met with 
Citizens Advice to discuss support available to Charlbury residents. A number of 
households have been referred Household Support Fund for a small grant.   
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On 17th May we were delighted to be 
part of the visit of HRH The Countess of 
Wessex to Charlbury. Her Royal 
Highness was introduced to Rev Sally 
and Jo and then had a tour of 
Cornerstone talking to volunteers and 
seeing food parcels, book recycling and 
hearing about learning cafe with primary 
school children. Many thanks to Margie 
Glasgow, Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire 
who accompanied The Countess on her 
visit.   

   

          HRH The Countess of Wessex  

Our volunteer numbers have increased over the year, with people helping in store and 
driving to collect surplus food or deliver food parcels. Without our amazing volunteers we 
would be unable to be open six mornings a week. Volunteers have had access to free 
food hygiene and health and safety training, which a number were able to take up. We 
had a Duke of Edinburgh student help us on Saturdays and we were able to provide a 
work experience placement with the Corner House for a Chipping Norton school student.  

The autumn saw a bumper number of apples brought into Cornerstone for sharing locally. 
Many thanks to Christine Elliott for her tireless work picking apples, pears and plums and 
to the many other individuals who have donated apples, quince, pears, plums and surplus 
local produce.  

Over the year the number of households we support increased with 25 households being 
supported in the run up to Christmas. Families were also given vouchers to help them 
purchase gifts for their children. We continue to coordinate with the Branch charity in 
Chipping Norton to access some of their services, rather than try to duplicate them here. 
At Christmas, along with the Community Centre we had a Christmas Tree in Cornerstone, 
decorated with tags marked with Christmas hamper items. Visitors to Cornerstone were 
able to take a tag and bring us back Christmas foods to go in Christmas hampers made 
up by the Branch. They kindly provided hampers to households in need including those 
we support in Charlbury. School uniform boxes were created in the summer for children 
attending Charlbury Primary School were finances were an 
issue for parents.  

A number of people have been kind enough to donate us their 
energy rebates to us over the year - we are very happy to 
receive more of these. Details of how to donate can be found 
at https://www.charlburychurch.co.uk/cornerstone  

Thank you to everyone who has taken the Cornerstone project 
to their heart and to everyone who has supported us in some 
way.  

Jo Paton, Cornerstone Manager 
cornerstone@charlburychurch.uk   

                Christmas Tree for hamper donations  

https://www.charlburychurch.co.uk/cornerstone

